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Read in conjunction with the ISCP Budget Submission. 

The State Pension has not been cut in Budget 2010 and 
remains the same as for Budget 2009. However by the non 
payment of the Additional week at Christmas 2009 Older 
People’s incomes have already been reduced by 2%.  

Taking the various cuts as a whole, Older People 

will see a fall in their income of approximately €600 

per year, or 5% for Older People on the State 

Pension. 

Older People do not live their lives in a vacuum and are 
well aware of the financial realities for all of society.  Daily 
we hear of the support and help Older People are providing 
to their children, grandchildren and their communities. Our 
lobbying at local and national level helped to ensure there 
were no pension cuts for Older People.  

Thanks for your work! 

Carers: 
� The half rate Carer’s Allowance will continue to 

be paid to people who are full-time carers and who 
are getting another welfare payment.  

� Carers will continue to get the annual Respite 
Care Grant of €1,700 for each care recipient. 

� Carer’s Allowance rates for carers over 66 years 
of age will not change.  

� Rates for carers under age 66 years will however 
reduce from €220.50 to €212. 

Carbon Tax: 
The new carbon tax will mean that gas, oil, coal, 
briquettes, diesel and petrol (but not electricity) will all 
cost more.  
� The estimate is it will cost each household 

between €2 and €3 per week.  
� A vouched fuel allowance scheme is to be 

developed to offset the increases for low income 
families dependant on such fuels. 

� The yield from the Carbon Tax is to be used to 
boost energy efficiency, to support rural transport 
and to alleviate fuel poverty. 

 

As we understand the measure currently proposed the 
Carbon Tax will impact on vulnerable pensioners 
especially those 10% of Older People who are already 
living in fuel poverty. It is older people living alone, on 
low incomes, in older housing stock – which tends to be 
poorly insulated – that are currently struggling to heat 
their homes.  
 
Prescription Charges: 

� Budget 2010 has introduced a 50 cent prescription 
charge for each item dispensed to medical card 
holders and people with long-term illness.  

� This new charge will come into effect from the 1st 
April 2009.  

The charge will be capped at €10 per family per month.  
Drugs repayment scheme: 

For non medical card holders the Drugs Repayment 
Scheme monthly threshold has been raised from €100 a 
month to €120 a month. This is a 20% increase. 
 
Public Service Pension Reform 

The Minister for Social and Family Affairs is “shortly” to 
publish the Government’s National Pensions 
Framework document which will in particular deal with 
the question of tax and pensions, including the 
treatment of lump sums. 

 

Budget 2010 Special 

Budget 2010 - Snippets:  
“Older people will continue to get their State Pension at 
current rates as well as the Free Travel, Free TV Licence, 
Electricity or Gas Allowance. 
 
Living Alone Allowance & Over 80s Allowance: 
When pension rates were increasing we were told that these 
allowances would not increase as they were measures for 
more difficult times. Some would say these are difficult 
times. The Living Alone Allowance is unchanged at €7.70 per 
week since 1996. The CSO SILC (Survey on Income and 
Living Conditions) published in November 2009, 96% of 
older people living alone are at risk of poverty.  
 
Over 80s Allowance: 
The Age Increase paid to those aged over 80 has not 
changed for a number of years and remains at €10 / week. 
 
Additional Christmas payment: 
This payment was removed in the 2009 Budget & has not 
been restored. In effect this amounts to a 2% cut in income.  
 
Taxation: 
No changes were made to taxation, with the exception of the 
new Carbon Tax. 
 
Older People under 65 in receipt of Blind, Disability & 
Invalidity Payments : 
The reductions for those aged under 65 in receipt of the 
above payments must be reversed.    
 

We endeavour to ensure this information is accurate as of date of publication – 18 December 2009. 
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SOCIAL WELFARE RATES 2010  
PAYMENT RATES FOR OVER 65s - UNCHANGED 

 Personal Rates  Qualified Adult Allowance  

 Current 
Rates  

2010  
Rates 

Current Rates  2010  
Rates 

Contributory / Social Insurance Payments  
State Pension 
(Contributory)/(Transition) 
Under age 80 
Aged 80 and over 

 
 
€230.30 
€240.30 

 
 
€230.30 
€240.30 

 
 
€153.50 (under 66) 
€206.30 (over 66) 

 
 
€153.50 (under 66) 
€206.30 (over 66) 

Widow’s/Widower’s (Contributory) 
Pension/Deserted Wife’s Benefit  
Age 66 and under 80  
Aged 80 and over  

 
 
€230.30 
€240.30 

 
 
€230.30 
€240.30 

  

Invalidity Pension  
Aged under 65 
Aged 65 and under 80  
Aged 80 and over  

 
€209.80 
€230.30 
€240.30 

 
€201.50 
€230.30 
€240.30 

 
€149.70 (under 66) 
€149.70 (under 66)  
€206.30 (over 66)  

 
€143.80 (under 66)  
€149.70 (under 66)  
€206.30 (over 66) 

Death Benefit Pension  
Aged under 66 
Aged 66 and under 80  
Aged 80 and over  

 
€234.70 
€234.70 
€244.70 

 
€226.50 
€234.70 
€244.70 

  

Carer’s Benefit / Constant Attendance €221.20 €213   

Non- Contributory / Social Assistance Payments  
State Pension (Non-Contributory)  
Aged 66 and under 80  
Aged 80 and over  

 
€219.00  
€229.00  

 
€219.00  
€229.00  

 
€144.70  
 

 
€144.70  
 

Carer’s Allowance  
Aged 66 and over  
Aged under 66 

 
€239.00  
€220.50 

 
€239.00  
€212.00 

  

 
 
Long-Term Care Support: 

The Budget has allocated €97 million to the Nursing 
Home Support Scheme in 2010.  
 

Additional funding of €10 million has been allocated 
towards the extension of the Home Care Package 
Scheme in 2010.  
 
Health insurance: 

Last year, in order to ensure health insurance remained 
affordable for Older People, a scheme involving age-
related tax credits and levies on health insurers, was 
introduced.  
A minor updating of this scheme will be brought forward 
in the Finance Bill, with the aim of maintaining 
compensation for the cost of claims for Older Persons at 
50% of additional cost. Details are subject to finalisation 
in the Finance Bill. 
 
 
Treatment Benefits 
In 2010, the entitlements under the Treatment Benefit 
Scheme will be limited to the Medical and Surgical 
Appliances Scheme and the free examination only 
elements of the Dental and Optical Benefit schemes: 
i.e. grants towards glasses are no longer covered. 
 

The funding for the medical card dental treatment 
scheme has been reduced to €63m.  
 

Public Sector Pensions: 
The minimum pension age for new public servants will be 
increased from 65 to 66. A new pension scheme for all 
new entrants to the public service will be introduced.  

The Minister has stated that even though public servants 
pay was reduced he does not intend to apply the pay cuts 
to existing public service pensioners until after a review of 
all public service pension arrangements.  

The link to earnings or ‘pay parity’ basis for pension 
increases post-retirement pension will he has indicated 
most likely be altered to Consumer Price Index or CPI 
instead. 

National Solidarity Bond: 

It is proposed to establish, early in the New Year, a new 
National Solidarity Bond to assist the financing of the 
capital investment programme (i.e., the bond will not be 
used to fund additional day-to-day spending).  
The bond will be in addition to the current range of “State 
Savings” products (savings bonds, savings certificates, 
prize bonds, national instalment savings and the Post 
Office deposit account). 

Future Tax & Charges Developments: 
As promised in the Renewed Programme for Government,  
a Property Tax in the form of a Site Valuation Tax and 
Water Charges will be introduced to fund local authorities, 
possibly in 2011. 
 

 


